Behind the Counter

going off to visit Brighton and other places, in com-
pany with a friend named George Rayner, a financier
of some prominence in the City. They were attracted
to Brighton by the charms of two young ladies with
whom they had become acquainted. These two girls
were sisters, daughters of an ornamental plasterer,
Thomas Turner, of Belvedere, in Kent. They were
both very pretty, but the stock from which they had
sprung was not a sound one, since their mother, grand-
mother, and other relations had all suffered from
excessive addiction to alcohol. Emily, the younger,
born in 1858, had at the age of about sixteen gone
into service as nursemaid in the house of a barrister in
Tavistock Square, London. Two years later she met
George Rayner, who was then living in Gray's Inn,
formed an attachment for him, and went to live with
him in a furnished house which he provided in Stanley
Road, Teddington. Of this liaison there soon appeared
results in the shape of two boys and a girl; but, un-
fortunately, the paternity of the two boys was at times
a matter of argument between Emily and George, since
the latter repudiated responsibility for their origin. He
therefore sent the elder away at an early age to be
looked after elsewhere, but was persuaded to acknow-
ledge and bring up the younger boy, whom his mother
had registered in the name of Horace George Rayner
at his birth in April 1879 a^ Teddington. This child
of dubious paternity was fated, through a strange
sequence of chances, to haunt the closing stages of
Whiteley's life and to be the instrument of his awful
end.

Emily's sister, Louisa, who was two years her elder,
had been employed first in a toyshop, next as a bar-